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         Has God had your full attention this year?                         

    Our God only knows if and 

when this terrible pandemic 

will begin to wane. 

     The challenge is to not let it 

become a distraction. Our 

focus, as Christians, should be  

to continue the mission God 

has given us. 

     Wearing a mask in public, 

washing our hands with regu-

larity, staying home if we are 

ill seem simple requests. 

      Our omniscient God knew 

this man-made pandemic was 

coming, and he still chose all 

of us to actively preach and 

teach the gospel so that those 

who he has invited to be saved 

would be shown the Way. 

     Promise Christian Univer-

sity continues its mission of 

equipping Christian leaders 

with the tools they need to 

impact the globe with the 

good news of the love, hope, 

and peace found in God. 

D I S T R A C T I O N S  

     Where has your focus been 

this year? Are you with us? 

We appreciate all who are 

partnering with us in this im-

portant ministry. 

         You can reach us at                    

          www.mypcu.com 

A  P U B L I C A T I O N  O F  P R O M I S E  C H R I S T I A N  U N I V E R S I T Y — C O V I N A ,  C A L I F O R N I A  

           D E C E M B E R   2 0 2 0  

 

DISTRACTIONS 

A MESSAGE FROM THE                

PRESIDENT 

BE OF GOOD CHEER 

FEEDBACK 

PARTNERING WITH US 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

970 S. Village Oaks Drive             

Suite 201 

Covina, California  91724 

phone: 626-768-3060 

email: info@my-pcu.com 
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U N I V E R S I T Y  

  O U R  M I S S I O N  

To equip current and future 

global Christian leaders with 

the knowledge and skills 

needed to bear witness of 

God’s love to the nations.  

  

“Ask of Me and I will 

give you the nations for 

your inheritance…”    

Psalm 2:8 

GOD WILL AMAZE HIS PEOPLE IN 2021 

     Adelle and I want to wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year! 

     God has allowed the circumstances we all went through this year 

for one purpose: to redefine what it means to be a Christian in the 

21st Century. Dr. Dexter Low describes the church in terms of three 

ships: 1) A cruise ship, 2) A refugee ship, and 3) A battleship. 

     Many of us were simply cruising along in our daily lives until the 

Coronavirus came and disrupted everything. As we experienced the 

A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  

                Dr. Michael McKinney 

effects of lockdowns, masks and shortages, we began to feel like passengers on a refugee ship 

asking, “Oh Lord, when will this be over? When is the rapture coming?” 

     But God is preparing HIS people for the battle to come. These cruise and refugee ships are 

transforming into a battleship as the church finds its voice in 2020. God has toughened up His 

people to be more spiritually alert. In the last ten months He has sharpened their sword, the Word 

of God. Spending more time in prayer listening to the voice of our Commander-In-Chief, He opened 

our eyes and ears to the spiritual battle taking place in our nation. He is raising a nation of spiritu-

al  warriors in anticipation of the next move of the Holy Spirit. 

     The Church is finding its voice. Men and women from all walks of life,  (continued on Page two)  
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(A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT – continued from page one) 

including the President of the United States, are unashamedly proclaiming their commitment to God and Jesus Christ. Others are 

standing for righteousness and law in our land, doing so at the risk of their reputations and lives. How can this be? God is raising up 

His people. 

     Last year I spoke on Daniel 11:32, “But the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits” (KJV). God’s people are 

becoming strong, because they have taken this time to know God in a deeper and more personal manner. In the United States of 

America, the First Amendment still guarantees our right to freely worship the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

     For this reason, Adelle and I are looking forward to the new year. It will be a year of promises fulfilled. Hebrews 10:36 says, “For ye 

have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the promise” (KJV). Have you done the will of God? 

Look for His promises in 2021. 

     Let the spirit of praise and prayer permeate your homes this Christmas season. Let the love and light of Jesus Christ shine in you to 

others as we approach the new year. May God continue to strengthen your faith and trust, knowing that He does all things well. 

     God is our owner and guarantor. Paul writes in Romans 14:8,  “If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die for the Lord. So, 

whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.” And in II Corinthians 1:21, 22 we find this, “Now it is God who makes both us and you 

stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put His spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is 

to come.” (NIV) 

      In the coming year, God guarantees to continue to amaze the world, through the work of the Holy Spirit deposited in His obedient 

people. “And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were filled with (awe), saying, ‘We have seen strange things today’” 

Luke 5:26 (KJV). The “strange things” they witnessed were the manifestations of the awesome and miraculous power of God in the 

lives of the people. 

     Here at Promise Christian University, The Promise Governance Institute and The Promise Channel, we continue to raise up Christian 

leaders in our nation and around the world. With your continued prayer and financial support, we will be able to equip, enlarge, ex-

pand, influence and impact the world for Jesus Christ.  

     Promise Christian University began by faith. We will not take government loans for students - We want our students to graduate 

debt free. You can help us continue this practice with your support of the Alumni Association and with your generous gifts as a Partner 

of Promise. 

     Adelle and I thank you for your love and support this past eighteen years. May God bless you real good in 2021! 

 

Dr, Michael McKinney, Founder, President and CEO 

Promise Christian University 

B E  O F  G O O D  C H E E R  

     The year 2020 is certainly one for the record books. It has been an unusually difficult test of our mettle. To use the metaphor in the Para-

ble of the Sower (Matthew Chapter 13), it has been a test of the value of the soil — our soil wherein God’s word has been planted.  

     To his disciples — to those who are trusting in the Lord — Christ promised this, “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have 

peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33 ESV)  

     Let’s be real about what is happening around us. This sinful world is characterized by affliction, distress, oppression, pain, pressure, 

sorrow, strain and stress, suffering, trials and trouble. But these didn’t just appear with this year’s pandemic. It is a fact of life on earth, and 

those who choose to dwell on these negatives, are condemning themselves to an eternity of anxiety and fear. (continued on page four)       



We lost another good friend this year. Captain Jerry Prickett, 

USN Ret., held a Bachelors Degree in Electrical Engineering 

and a Masters Degree in Theology. 

He was an adjunct professor at Promise Christian University 

and a graduate of our Chaplains program. 

His funeral was held, with full military honors, at Riverside 

National Cemetery - Dr. Michael McKinney officiated.  

His wife, Marian, delivered the eulogy where she called  

Jerry a dependable friend, great and loving husband, and 

model father, grandfather and citizen.   

At Promise Christian University, we are thankful for the feedback we receive from faculty, staff, students and visitors. Feedback helps 

us continuously improve your online and in-person experience. Here are some recent comments: 

 “Promise Christian University has opened so many unexpected doors for me.” S.O. 

 “PCU has made a beautiful change in my life.” G.A. 

 “God surely gave you this university as a mandate for the continuing episode of global evangelism.” V.N. 

 “Promise Christian University has some of the most awesome spiritual teaching that I have ever experienced.” M.E. 

 “Promise Christian University has helped me fulfill a 40 plus year dream of earning my degree. It has equipped me to be a better 

chaplain.” J.W. 

 “PCU has enriched my Biblical understanding of who I am in Christ Jesus and gave me a firm foundation as a minister of his 

word.” H.V. 

F E E D B A C K  

P A R T N E R I N G  W I T H  U S  

Partnerships are important to the vitality of the ministry of Promise Christian University. Would you consider supporting us by giving to one or 

more of our alumni and partnership opportunities? 

The PCU Alumni Association. Supplements our annual graduation expenses so students do not bear the entire cost.  $40 annual donation 

Partners Of Promise. Helps us expand our programs, enhance the student learning experience, and keep tuition costs low. 

     PRESIDENTS CLUB  Donations of $2,500 or more in a calendar year 

     NATION BUILDER  Donations of $1,000 to 2,499 in a calendar year. 

     BLUE AND GOLD PARTNER  Donations of $500 to $999 in a calendar year 

     UNIVERSITY PARTNER  Donations of up to $499 in a calendar year 

Endowment Giving  Create an ongoing legacy as a memorial or through your own will or living trust. $25,000 minimum gift 

Special Giving—Builders Fund for the Futrue  This is a designated fund where all gifts are reserved for purchase and construction of our 

planned, consolidated administrative offices and classrooms building. The goal is $2,000,000! 

                 1935 — 2020 



Interested in a ministry-enhancing certificate, undergraduate or graduate degree? Do you need to finish a degree 

you began elsewhere? Why not “study to show yourselves approved workers” under the quality experience that 

is Promise Christian University? We offer flexible, in person and online, classes in a variety of certificate and 

degree choices, for a very reasonable fee. Visit www.mypcu.com for information on classes and degree programs. 
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(BE OF GOOD CHEER- continued from Page Two)  

     For the Christian who trusts in God and his word, there is a different perspective on the world and it’s often depressing characteristics. In 

the same verse that promises us tribulation, Christ tells us to be of good cheer for he has overcome the world. 

     Christ himself does not engage in pretense, so he would not ask us to do so. Being a Christian is about being real, about being transpar-

ent, about being honest, and about being true to our God and ourselves. So, when our Lord tells us to be of good cheer, he is not asking us 

to put on a good face and pretend to be unaffected by the tribulations we are encountering. 

     Rather, he wants us to see, that despite the tribulations, he is here to help us rise above them, to see the world and our futures from his 

perspective. In the Book of I Samuel, chapters 21 and 22 we find God’s servant David distressing over news that King Saul wanted him 

dead. David is compelled to flee for his life to the Philistine town of Gath, but he was soon recognized as the one who had killed the great 

Philistine warrior Goliath. 

     David pretended to be a madman in hopes he would be left alone by the citizens of Gath, but Achish, the King 0f Gath, asked why his 

servants had allowed another madman into the city when the city already had no lack of madmen. Because of the increasing attention,  

David again fled, this time hiding in the Cave of Adullam where he was joined by four hundred others who were in distress and debt, and 

who were bitter in soul.       

     It was during this time, fraught with loneliness and other stressors and surrounded by so many others in the throws of tribulation, David 

wrote the 34th Psalm. “I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul will make its boast in the Lord; 

The humble will hear it and rejoice. O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together. I sought the Lord, and he answered me, 

and delivered me from all my fears” (verses 1— 4 NASB). David discovered, just as today’s mature Christian knows, that God can lift you 

above the cares of the world and give you his perspective on things, if you praise, bless, boast in, and magnify the Lord.  

     David goes on to write, in chapter 34, “Keep your tongue from evil , and your lips from speaking deceit. Depart from evil and do good, ; 

Seek peace and pursue it.” (verses 13 and 14 NKJV), and David further encourages us, “The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; he 

delivers them from all their troubles” (verse 17 NIV). 

     If David can see the world from God’s perspective, while enduring the troubles this world has to offer, then we can do  the same. After all, 

the strength to do so comes from the same God who strengthened David. Here’s David’s lesson from chapter 34:  

 be in continual praise despite our troubles  

 glorify the Lord in public, that the humble will hear it 

 engage in corporate rejoicing before God  

 keep your tongue from speaking evil and your actions from doing evil  

 cry out to God for help. 

In these things is our deliverance. 

   

Chaplain David Truax, Chairman of the Board of Trustees 

Promise Christian University 


